
Chacala Family Holiday (Dec. 23-30, 2017) 
 

 

Casa de Tortugas in the small fishing village 

of Chacala on Mexico’s Pacific Coast was 

the site of a special gathering of two 

families: John’s 3 kids with spouses, mother-

in-law and 4 grandchildren; I brought my 32-

year-old son Joshua and his wonderful 

partner Karolina.  

 

 

 

Lots of collective cooking 

with fresh fish, playtime 

with the 2-year-old  and 

4-year-old cousins, 

swimming in the pool or 

in the sea.  

And we celebrated John’s 

72nd birthday in style:  

on the beach with a 

mariachi band..! 

 

 
Sayulita and Guanajuato (Dec. 30 – Jan. 5) 

 

While John took Anna and Adam and the 

kids to Sayulita for another week on the 

beach, I took Joshua and Karolina to 

Mexico’s third largest city, Guadalajara, 

There I introduced them to the amazing 

Orozco murals and share a dinner with 

former research collaborators Pato 

Esquivel and Gabriel Torres with Ana Maria   

in old Zapopan (photos on next page). 
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Then on to Guanajuato, where we rented a little house on the hilltop overlooking this city with no 

straight lines, followed the wandering minstrels (Los Estudiantes) singing through the narrow 

alleyways and experienced the magic of my cousin Aly, alchemist in the kitchen and with her 

solar oven invented by her husband Adam. 
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 Lots of hiking up and down the Guanajuanto hillsides, and 

to La Bufa cliffs as well as the Pipila statue where we 

played around with our panoramic views of the city. 

      

 

 

San Miguel de Allende (Jan. 9-19, 2018) 
John joined me after Josh and Karolina left Guanajuato, so we had a few days on the hillside, 

and a day trip with Aly and Adam to both Dolores Hidalgo, famous for its tiles, and to Adjuntas al 

Rio, the home of mesquite wood workers, where I bought some wooden tortilla presses. 
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From there, John and I made our way to nearby San Miguel de Allende, which he has been 

visiting for over two decades. We have been warmly welcomed into the phenomenal home of 

his old friends Marisela and Don Patterson, a Mexican-Gringo couple, who have deep histories, 

working in archeology, ecology, art and watershed preservation, since the 1960s. Their home, 

built around mesquite trees, is a piece of art, much of the sculpture and paintings by Don, the 

plants nurtured by Marisela.  
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We had an informative tour of CASA, the charity that John has supported over many years, 

visiting its midwifery school, learning about its projects around sexual education, rural libraries 

(John below with librarians), and a new program in arts and gardening for former gang members. 

     
While using some time to write and work with photos, we also had dinners with Canadian 

friends living in San Miguel, and took in six concerts: from a Canadian-Mexican young opera 

collaboration to a multi-national chamber quintet, from classical guitar to Argentine tango. No 

photos allowed in these events, so I include the ever-present street music and public puppets. 

   

 

That about wraps up our first month in Mexico. For the next month, we will be visiting three 

collaborators of the Legacies Project in Michoacán (Fulvio and Maria) and Guadalajara 

(Fernando), in preparation for co-creating a transmedia book (which has just received funding 

from SSHRC for the next year!). Then on to Oaxaca to visit kindred spirits at UniTierra, the 

University of the Land, and other friends in the region.  


